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April 1, 2009

Friends of Pools in NE Seattle

c/o Elizabeth Nelson

3857 42nd Ave NE

Seattle, Washington 98105

RE:  Large Project NMF Application for Pool Study in NE Seattle
Dear Friends of Pools in NE Seattle:


At its February 5th meeting, the Northeast District Council (NEDC), representing 16 community and business organizations, voted unanimously to support the application by Friends of Pools in NE Seattle for a Neighborhood Matching Fund Large Matching Fund 2009 award.  The NEDC member organization representatives appreciated the excellent briefing about the grant proposal and learning details of the proposal for a $30,000 grant and a match of $15,000 to hire a professional urban planning consultant to lead the community on a site study for aquatic improvements in northeast Seattle.  This planning effort, among the Mayor’s 2010 budget priorities, will lay the groundwork for ultimately siting a much needed pool in our area.  

For years, northeast Seattle has lagged behind other areas of the city in outdoor public pool facilities.  We have none and the wait for families at the two popular private clubs is up to ten years (View Ridge and Wedgewood) showing a clear desire and support for this type of outdoor recreation.  Two years ago when NEDC surveyed our communities on recreation needs and priorities, an outdoor pool came in on top of the list.  A pool encourages interaction among different age groups and would be a gathering place for families and neighbors.  As development at Warren G. Magnuson Park continues to move forward, the need for community gathering spots has become increasingly important.  As our only large park, in the survey many asked that consideration would be given to siting an outdoor pool at Magnuson Park, either near the buildings or near the swim beach by the lake.

The NEDC appreciates the opportunity to review your project.  We look forward to the research this feasibility study will provide.

Sincerely,
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Lynn Ferguson, Co-Chair


Nancy Bolin, Co-Chair
