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October 9, 2007
Councilmember Richard J. McIver, Chair

Budget Committee and 

Members of the Seattle City Council

P.O. Box 34025

Seattle, Washington  98124-4025

RE:
Funding for Citywide Feasibility Study to Site Outdoor Public Pools

Dear Councilmembers,


At its October 4th meeting, the Northeast District Council, representing 20 community and business organizations, voted unanimously to support funding for a citywide feasibility study to site outdoor public pools.  We urge you to allocate $200,000 in the current budget process for this purpose.


For years, experts have been saying that swimming is great for your health and one of the best exercises out there.  Swimming tones your entire body while providing an excellent cardiovascular workout.  It strengthens your heart muscle and improves delivery of oxygen to muscles.  Plus, swimming is fun for kids and families.  With all of these benefits, there are few opportunities to swim in outdoor pools in Seattle.  

There are only two outdoor public pools in Seattle—one in Magnolia and another in West Seattle.  There are long wait lists for private swim clubs and membership fees are beyond the reach of many of our families.  We are asking that you lay the groundwork to change this.  A feasibility study to establish siting criteria and possible locations for outdoor public pools will be an important step in promoting this healthy activity and adding public pools in the future.

Thank you for considering the views of the Northeast District Council. 

Sincerely,
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Robin Sizemore, Co-Chair


Peter Aberg, Co-Chair
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