
Lakewood Seward Park 

Community Association
4916 S. Angeline St. 

Seattle, WA 98118

Mr. Greg Nickels

Mayor, City of Seattle

PO Box 94749 

Seattle, WA 98124-4749 

Dear Mayor Nickels,

The Board of the Lakewood Seward Park Neighborhood Association voted unanimously to support the Project Seattle Pools initiative.  

According to the Trust for Public Lands data from 2006, Seattle has roughly half as many pools per citizen as similar cities (1.7-pools/100,000 citizens vs. an average of 3.0 pools/100,000.  Seattle has only built one public pool in 30 years despite growing awareness of the importance of life-long exercise for all aspects of health.

Seattle has placed an emphasis on the advantages of bicycle riding throughout the city even though the population for this activity is limited to a younger demographic and initially the expenses for the bike, clothing, safety gear, etc. are considerable and not within the means of many families.  Pools can be used by all age groups, require a minimal outlay of money, and provide a venue for family activity that is comfortable all year long in all weather conditions.  

The vision, mission and values of Seattle Parks and Recreation described in the Strategic Action Plan (SAC) are supportive of exactly the kinds of benefits provided by pools.

· Vision: “Creating Community”

· Values: Programs that “Encourage health and fitness” and “Provide opportunities for lifelong play, creativity, learning and discovery.”

We live in a city surrounded by water.  We own it to our families to offer opportunities for children to learn how to swim that will help them remain safe while participating in water-centric activities.  The Center for Disease Control warns “…fatal drowning remains the second-leading cause of unintentional injury-related death for children ages 1 to 14 years.”  In Washington State, Asian-American children and adolescents have the highest rate of drowning…. 18 percent of the deaths even though they are 7 percent of the population…”  

Our city’s pool needs span the spectrum, from warm-water pools for seniors and teaching to water slides that will attract teens to healthy activities.  Only two public, outdoor pools exist in Seattle today and no public pool in Seattle has a graduated-entry ramp for wheelchairs.  

We applaud the work of Project Seattle Pools and thank the volunteers in this grass-roots community organization for using their time and talents to make Seattle an even better place to live.  We hope the city will do the same.

Dolores Ranhofer, President

Lakewood Seward Park Community Association
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