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To Whom It May Concern:

With this letter, Powerful Schools supports the growing movement for expanding and modernizing aquatics facilities and programs in Seattle.  We support the efforts of Project Seattle Pools to pursue a Comprehensive Aquatics Plan for Seattle and look forward to participating in the public process to draft recommendations. We applaud the work of Project Seattle Pools and thank the volunteers in this grass-roots community organization for using their time and talents to make Seattle an even better place to live.

We owe it to ourselves and our community members to constantly improve our City’s services.  In this new economy, job-seekers are more mobile and flexible than ever before when it comes to their choice of places to live.  To keep our economy vibrant, we need to ensure our City is attractive to talented people.  According to the 2006 SUPERSTUDY® of Sports Participation, swimming is second only to walking in terms of popular recreation for both Seattle and Washington State.  

Furthermore, we live in a city surrounded by water.  We owe it to our families to offer opportunities for children to learn how to swim that will help them remain safe when participating in water-centric activities. The Centers for Disease Control warns that “…fatal drowning remains the second-leading cause of unintentional injury-related death for children ages 1 to 14 years.”  A June 2008 story in Pacific Northwest Magazine summarized recent research on swimming and drowning rates among minorities:
“Nearly 60 percent of African-American children between the ages of 6 and 16 can’t swim, and they drown at three times the overall rate, according to a recent study by the University of Memphis.  In Washington State, Asian-American children and adolescents have the highest rate of drowning — 18 percent of the deaths even though they are 7 percent of the state population. …”
Swimming provides healthy opportunities for all ages and abilities, but it is fast becoming an exclusive activity. Space and time to swim are hard to find unless you can afford private clubs or drive beyond city limits.   

Our city’s pool needs span the spectrum, from warm-water pools for seniors and teaching to water slides that will attract teens to healthy activities.  Only two public, outdoor pools exist in Seattle today and they’re both located on the Western edge of the city.  No public pool in Seattle has a graduated-entry ramp for wheelchairs.  Existing pool facilities are packed beyond capacity and built for hosting only one type of activity at a time.

Modern aquatic facilities have varied bodies of water that allow multiple activities to happen at the same time.  Serving a broad spectrum of citizens at once allows pools like Mounger and Montlake Terrace cover most of their operating costs through moderate admission fees.  Mounger outdoor pool covers 87% of its costs while Montlake Terrace indoor pool covers 78%.  Seattle can build on these models to update its existing pools and add new ones (indoor and outdoor) in a cost-effective manner.

Seattle has added only one public pool the 30 years since the completion of the Forward Thrust Initiative.  We now have roughly half as many public pools as similar cities -- 1.7 pools/100,000 residents vs. the average of 3.0 pools/100,000 residents (Trust for Public Lands, 2006) .  Waiting lists at private swim clubs exceed 10 years and lessons at our public pools are oversubscribed. 

We urge City leaders to take action to support the pool movement and Project Seattle Pool by creating and implementing a plan for a more comprehensive aquatics system for the City of Seattle.

Sincerely,

Tre

Tre’ Maxie

Executive Director,

Powerful Schools
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