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July 16, 2008

Seattle City Council 

Parks and Green Space Levy Advisory Committee

Thanks for putting together a Parks Levy.  
We’re disappointed to hear that you aren’t going to include any pool funding in this levy.  Please help us find another way to fund the planning that needs to happen before a pool can go in the next levy. We would love to have an outdoor pool in our community in SE Seattle.

We believe that an outdoor pool in the SE Neighborhood District at Genesee Play Field would address many of the goals and recommendations in the Councils final report;
· Goal #2 Protect and enhance Seattle’s green legacy for future generations

Placing a pool at Genesee play field would better utilize land that is already owned by the city

· Goal #3 Create neighborhoods that support healthy living for all ages
Pools promote a healthy and active lifestyle for people of all ages and abilities.

· Goal #5 Encourage community creativity in implementing the levy

The all season facility model, including an outdoor pool and ice rink, we are suggesting would be a very creative use of space and funds.
· Recommendation #2 the Committee urges the Mayor and Council

to consider adopting additional mechanisms to fund the creation of parks and green spaces in underserved neighborhoods, such as the creation of a Metropolitan Park District and transfers of development rights to secure park land.
The SE District is an underserved community with *12k residents under age of 18 and 75% diversity.
*2000 Census statistics provided on the cities website http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/Research/Population_Demographics/Census_2000_Data/Data_Maps_for_Locally_Defined_Areas/DPDS_007015.asp#all

