Magnuson Park Community Communications Committee (MPCCC)
Special Meeting Minutes — December 10, 2008
Attendees:  Thomas Allen, Janice Bergman, Jean Rassbach, Jackie Lovette

Arden Forrey, Thomas Seery, Ed Bronsdon, Gail Loveland, Marilyn Breindl, Lynn Ferguson, Alice Springer, Laura Watson, Emily Dexter, Karla Withrow, Charles Ng, Kevin Bergsrud, Timothy Gallagher, Rebecca Salinas, Isabel Hamilton, Dan Iverson, Martin Rudow, Marge Sampson, Gene Yore, Rusty Williams, Caleb Tarleton, Morgan Collins, Bill Brosseau, Jean Anticknap, Kathleen Miller, Colleen McAleer, Guy Marquiss, Nancy Bolin, David Lefebvre, Susan Nelson, Elizabeth Nelson, Christine Stoffels, Robert King, Jesse Miller, Cathie Andersen, Ken Holmes, Curtis Taylor, Patricia North, Nancy Hevly, Stephanie Zimmerman, Cecil Lonzmo(?), Aaron Campbell, Tim Clifford, Joan Amatucci, Shirley Hansen, Peggy Printz, John Barber, Marilynne Gardner, Steve Costie, Diane English, Jeannie Hale, David Purdy, Herb Curl, Julianna Ross, Tom Kelly, Matta Mega, David Bird, Diana Kincaid, Rick Nish, J. S. Lovette, Maggie Bardacke, Kira Zylstra, Tom Rasmussen
Superintendent Timothy Gallagher opened the meeting and acknowledged the presence of City Councilman, Tom Rasmussen and Park Board member, John Barber.

Gallagher emphasized that as Magnuson Park development moves further along, Seattle Parks can determine what more can be done.  The purpose of this special meeting is to engage the community to look forward to desired facilities and activities in Warren G. Magnuson Park. We are not here to rehash what happened or what did not happen during the various planning processes.
A Magnuson Park campus map indicating the main property owners – Seattle Parks, University of Washington and Solid Ground (Seattle Office of Housing) – was reviewed by Gallagher.  

Among improvements to the park, Gallagher indicated “green restrooms” are planned for the park in 2009.  In addition, the Parks Levy passed in the November 2008 election that will allow additional funding of $500,000 for shoreline development at Magnuson Park.
Current issues at Magnuson Park include reuse and renovation of Building 30, particularly the east wing office space and main hangar event space.  The west wing of Building 30 was closed to public use due to building code issues, particularly the need for building code upgrades such as seismic strengthening.  Parks Staff is working with the Department of Planning and Development (DPD) to determine if the building can remain open despite building code non-compliance.  It was estimated that $9 million will allow building code improvements and allow occupancy of the west wing with artist studios. This will permit the existing artist community to shift from Building 11.
Building 2 will require $30 million to bring it into building code compliance. Due to this high cost relative to potential uses it will be mothballed and demolished.  Conceptual ideas for reuse include green open space or a joint-use swimming facility proposed by the University of Washington.
Building 18 (fire station) is also planned for demolition due to high renovation costs relative to potential uses.  Adjacent to this building the Sand Point Tennis Center will be constructed.
Gallagher introduced Senior Planning and Development Specialist, Kevin Bergsrud.  He briefly reviewed previous park plans as follows:
· 1999 Magnuson Concept Plan – this plan is the most valid for development of current elements of the park seen today including the wetlands and inlet (Mud Lake), and sports fields.
· 2001 – North Shore Recreation Area Master Plan, indicates upland and shoreline development of non-motorized boating facilities. Phase 1 completed in 2006.
· 2004 – Wetland/Habitat Complex and Sports Fields Master Plan, identifies development of wetlands, natural habitat and sports fields. Phase I renovation of Sports Meadow completed.
· 2006 – Wetland/Habitat Complex and Sports Fields Master Plan, Phase 2 construction began 2008, to be completed 2009. 

Community Question (CQ):  Are there tunnels in the park?  The only known underground systems are for phone and electrical corridors for the park.  Former ammunition bunkers near Lake Washington are also underground.

Plan and Facility Element Implementation Matrix:  Bergsrud also noted 40 to 50 items affecting different facilities at the park have yet to be implemented.  A copy of the matrix is attached.  Several points of interest for implementation were offered by the audience:
· Convert south shore bathhouse to a maintenance shop site.

· Develop further a walking trail into the park from NE 65th Street – included in the Wetland/Habitat Complex and Sports Fields Master Plan.
· Demolish or convert unused buildings.

· Renovation of Building 30 has been a consistent implementation item since 1993/1994.

CQ:  What is an example of permanent occupancy at Magnuson Park?  According to the city building code, buildings must have continuous use or permanent occupancy. When Sand Point properties were transferred to the City and the University of Washington, time lags of more than one year occurred between Federal uses and City uses. This meant that continuous use was broken. As a result when the City proposes renovation/redevelopment of buildings, the building code requires a whole range of improvements before a Certificate of Occupancy is issued.
CQ:  Are there any uses determined in planning to be incompatible for the park?  A pilot program was developed five years ago for a concessionaire in Building 41 that was unsuccessful.  Currently there are a handful of special events which may have become too large to accommodate in park facilities, particularly the amount of available parking spaces.
CQ:  Cascade Bicycle Club has two large events scheduled for February and March 2009 in Building/Hangar 30 – will they be accommodated?  Gallagher responded that Parks is working with the DPD to come up with some minimum interim improvements to the hangar and workshop space that will allow for continuation of Temporary Assembly Space by the Fire Marshall’s Office which will likely extend event use until June 2009.  Parks also is working to put together a financial plan for long term improvements to Hangar 30.
CQ:  Are there plans for passive walking at the park?  A trail system will be developed.
Audience Wish List Feedback:

· Balance special events and allow fewer special events per day.
· More shoreline activities and improvements

· Create a skate park.

· Preserve habitat and promote more undeveloped open space.

· Restore native plants in the landscape.

· Better bus transportation for special events and daily park use.

· Conserve open and green spaces near the community housing areas.

· Develop more accessible trails and paths.

· Create an easy and better connection to the Burke-Gilman Trail.

· Have more volunteer involvement, e.g. community garden.
· Retain existing parking lots.

· Limit commercial use(s).

· Finish projects, e.g. North Shore Master Plan Phase II.

· Need a “master” vision to condense previous plans.

· Update another vegetation management plan.

· Develop master transportation plan; improve egress.
· Use Building 2 site for outdoor pool.

· Develop contingency plans for Buildings 11 and 27.

· Indoor and/or outdoor pool facilities

· Retain/provide facilities for Friends of the Library SPL book sales.

· Provide “tranquil” areas in park, e.g. increase alternative/public transit use.

· Implement Magnuson Park Vegetation Management Plan.
· Increase volunteer use.

· Promote better education for controlling “at large”, off leash dogs.

· Onsite tenants need storage.

· Maintain diversity of events.

· Provide a bicycle trail separate from the pedestrian trails.

· Need a coordinated approach to park development.

· Develop a Citizen’s Advisory Committee for Magnuson Park.

· Provide priority reservations of indoor spaces for community groups.
· Need more advanced communication to community.

· Magnuson Park staff does a wonderful job to balance park needs and uses.

· Reduce the number of “porta-potties” used.

· Retain Hangar 30 as a citywide community event space.

· Send out e-mail updates to tenants and/or the community.

· Improve/encourage non-motorized vehicle use to and inside the park.

· Open, safe trails and walkways are needed.

· Signage needs improvement.

· Decrease motorized activity at the north shore, e.g. motorcycle training.

· Continue community communication.

· Obtain a historic district designation.

· Develop a fishing pier.

· Restore native plantings at the park.

· Increase disability options to access the park.

· Additional theater space in Workshop 30.

Gallagher encouraged the audience to visualize the next step for Magnuson Park. A plan needs to be developed for the park which all stakeholders can support.
In reference to future MPCCC meetings, a vote was taken to determine if 6:00 would be a better time than 4:30. With a show of hands the 4:30 timeslot was found to be preferable.

At the next meeting to be scheduled in January, participants will be asked to become park planners and break into groups to review a list of park ideas (from the “wish List) with the objective to unanimously determine which ideas/elements should be implemented.  The focus will be to work together toward common objectives.
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